December 2011 News From Montclair

ECO UPDATE

Students from the Montclair Environment Club, under the direction of staff from the Halton Region, conducted a Waste Audit on November 21.  We learned that:

•             Montclair has a waste diversion rate of 72%.  That is 72% of waste that does not go into 
  landfill!

•             This is higher than Halton's residential, household waste diversion rate of 60%

Students and staff will continue to work hard at Montclair to improve our recycling and composting practices. If all the acceptable recycling and composting in our garbage is properly captured in the Blue Box and GreenCart we could divert 91% of waste away from the Halton landfill site. 

French Immersion Open Houses for Sunningdale and Munns 

Students currently attending senior kindergarten who will be entering grade one in Halton for September 2012 have the opportunity to register in the French Immersion Program. Parents only are invited to attend an information meeting on: 

Wednesday January 11th at 6:30 pm at:

Sunningdale Public School: For families West of Trafalgar Road

Munn’s Public School: For families East of Trafalgar Road

There will be an overview of the French Immersion Program and administrators will be on hand to answer any questions that parents may have.

Forms will be sent out to families shortly and must be returned to Montclair by January 13th in order for us to send them on to the appropriate school. If you are unsure if your child is a strong candidate for this program, please speak to their current teacher.

Holiday Concert Update

Tuesday December 13th at 7:00 pm is the Kindergarten A and B concert. Please drop your child off to their classroom at 6:45 and proceed to the gym. . At the end of the concert please meet your child at their classroom to take them home.  Due to fire regulations each family will receive two tickets for the concert. Strollers are not permitted in the aisles.

Wednesday December 14th at 7:00 pm is the grade 1-5 concert with supporting cast and crew from grades 6-8 joining in. Please have your child at the school by 6:45 where they will go directly to their classroom to wait for their performance spot. At the end of the concert please meet your child at their classroom to take them home. Families will be given two tickets each to ensure that we meet fire code. Strollers are not permitted in the aisles. 

Athletics, Academics, Arts

Three are lots of new clubs and activities coming in January. There will be a sign up letter for students and all events will be posted shortly on the website. Students will have the opportunity to sign up prior to Christmas. 

We are still looking for Parent volunteers to run clubs at recess breaks if you are available please call Mrs Bonanno or Mrs MacDonald

Technology Update

We have purchased sixteen new Netbook computers for teachers to use with their classes. They are fully loaded with the same software that our desktops have including Premier Technology and are wireless so that they can be used in any classroom. 

We are also looking at purchasing more interactive technology such as Smart Boards, Brightlink and document readers to enhance our in classroom instruction.

Montclair staff and students are using Premier Assistive Technology that offers reading and writing solutions for all students. Premier Literacy Tools recognizes, validates, and accommodates students’ learning. Parents can access Premier Tools at HOME by going to the Montclair website and following the steps to installing Premier  at HOME.

Using Premier Tools at Home will make reading a “family affair” by helping your child to develop listening skills, increasing their vocabulary and sparking creative interest  and imagination. Premier Literacy Tools will become “lifestyle tools” and create a lifetime of success for all students.

Holiday Update
Friday December 23rd is the last day of classes before the holiday. Students will be dismissed at 1:45 and busses will leave the school at 2:00 pm. Lunches will be 9:55-10:45 and 11:55 to 12:35 that day. Please make sure that you have adjusted your childcare arrangements for that day. We will see you back bright and early on January 9th!

If your child is going to be away prior to the holidays please use the attendance service to call 1-877-409-6310 or email hdsb.schoolconnects.com the dates of the absences.

Annual Float Parade

Thursday December 22nd 9:00 am please join us for our annual Float Parade.

Please see flyer for details.

Food Drive

From December 9th to December 21st, please donate what you are able to to the Montclair Food Drive. Our Student Voice team is sharing the message with classes that not all families are able to meet their needs and we can help by collecting food to donate during this Christmas Season. Most needed items are canned spaghetti sauce, canned fish, kraft dinner, baby food, 

New Milk Orders 

Milk Orders for January to March are due by December 16th .   Current Milk orders will end on December 23rd.

Minishop Update

Thank you for sending your Minishop orders in – Minishop happens December 20-22

Thank you to Home and School for arranging this event!

Book Fair 

The Book Fair will be December 12-15, please see details in the Library newsletter. Thank you to Mrs. Northcott for arranging this event.

News from the Montclair Parent Council and Home and School Association

First, we wanted to say thank-you to all of the generous Montclair families who supported our LaMontagne, Dance-A-Thon and Bag2School fundraisers.  We raised $4000, $3000 and $420 respectively from these events.  We are waiting for feedback from the teachers regarding what they need purchased for the school.  Likely this money will be put towards funding some of the lunch-time clubs that will be running in the new year as well as new technology for the school.

The construction for our new play structure will take place in the Spring as soon as the ground is thawed and should take only a few weeks to complete once it is started.  It will be located in the back of the school on the north side where the tetherball poles are now located.  We are very excited and I am sure that the children are looking forward to it.  Most of the money for this play structure has come from you, the Montclair families, over the past several years.  We raised $30,000 of the $46,000 needed.  The remaining funding is coming from the Town of Oakville and the Board.  Now that the play structure is paid for, we can start concentrating on other items that the school needs!

We will once again be holding a holiday store during the week of December 19th.  We will be looking for volunteers as the time gets closer.  Hopefully, everyone has filled in their children’s shopping lists and returned them to the school.  We provide this holiday store as a service to those children who cannot get out and shop and those that want to surprise their parents.  This is not a fundraiser.  Our aim is to break even.

During our last meeting, Mrs. Bonanno showed us the results from the parent survey that the Board did last Spring.   We were disappointed to hear that only 33 families out of 370 families filled in the survey which means that all results were statistically unreliable.  Please be on the lookout for the survey in the Spring and please fill it in.  Make your voices heard.  Mrs. MacDonald shared with us the results from the student’s survey which every child from grades 4-8 filled in last Spring.  Montclair results were in line with the rest of the country in all areas. 

Mrs. Bonanno has been working hard to keep the website up to date.  Please check in frequently to stay up to date on what is happening at our school.  Recently a page has been added for Parent Council and Home and School.   We will start trying to keep those updated in the new year.

We have 53 people who filled in the volunteer form at the beginning of the year.  As volunteers are needed, we will be contacting those people to see who is available.  Thanks to everyone who put their names forward.

The Parent Council and Home and School Association have set up various committees.  If you would like to participate please let us know.  We have the following committees:  Holiday Store, Fundraising, End of Year BBQ, Grade 8 Graduation, Volunteer, Gardening and Playground.  

We are sending out a request early to anyone who has a corporate contact who might be willing to sponsor or co-sponsor the inflatables at this year’s End of Year BBQ.  Having these sponsored, would greatly reduce our costs.  

If anyone has any feedback, comments or questions please contact us.  We would love to hear from you.    

     Parent Council Chairs:  Randy Martin and Susan Udall      montclairchair@gmail.com
     Home and School Chair:  Effie Gibbons     montclairhomeschool@gmail.com
     Home and School Treasurer:  Miriam Martin  montclairtreasurer@gmail.com
Happy Holidays!!
Looking for Extra-Help for your Child?  

Here are two excellent resources for enhancing learning: 
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Homework Help provides support resources for Mathematics Students and is accessible 24/7.  These include:  Interactive Tutorials, Listen and Learn Sessions and Best Sessions.  It also provides live one-on-one confidential online access to certified Mathematics teachers Sunday – Thursday from 5:30 pm – 9:30 pm.   Note: that only grade 7-10 students can officially register as students and take questions to the live teachers.  Other students or parents can access the site as a GUEST and do everything   else except taking a question to a live teacher.  If your child is in Grade 7-10 and is not   registered, or you are not sure of their registration status, they can always be  re-register using their OEN number (found on all report cards).  The site URL is below:

                https://homeworkhelp.ilc.org
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 The Ontario Resource Bank (OERB) provides over 50,000 resources on any subject and any grade.   You can find interactive tutorials, educational games, an extensive video library, complete on-line course material just to name a few.   More information on the site can be found through your child’s Chatt account.  Simply go to Student Conferences then double click on either of the Junior Students (4-6) or Intermediate Students (7-9) icons and look for the Homework Help Conference (same icon as above in section 1).  Select Student Access OERB and find the Autologin to the site under OERB Access for Students.  If that is not possible, you can get access to the site at:
                                                             http://resources.elearningontario.ca/
You will need to obtain the username and password from a teacher.
If you require more information contact Scott Dykes (HDSB e-learning Contact) at:

              homeworkhelp@hdsb.ca
