February 2012 News From Montclair

In an ongoing effort to make school a safe place for everyone, we would like to share the strategies that we use at school and ones that you can reinforce at home. Our first of three inserts deals with EMPATHY.

Formative Consequences for Children who Bully  (Prevnet 2007) first of 3 parts

Bullying is about power and children naturally experiment with power and may become involved in bullying. The important thing is that they learn from their experiences.

Formative consequences not only provide a clear message that bullying is unacceptable, but also build awareness and skills to promote children’s responsibility, and positive leadership. 

Our Tribes program teaches RESPECT. In order for children to understand and demonstrate RESPECT they also need to understand EMPATHY.

To encourage EMPATHY at school and at home we can…

1. Help children learn the language of emotins to identify their own feelings and those of others. Help them identify and label feelings of shame, embarrassment, anger, fear, sadness.

2. Draw a picture about what they think it must feel like to be bullied. Talk about how the bully feels and how the child being bullied feels.

3. While watching television or movies, talk about bullying in the program, who is the bully, who is being bullied, how do they feel, was the situation resolved?

4. Talk with children about a time that they have bullied or have been bullied. What experience did they have, what did they learn, how would they handle the situation next time?

5. Talk with children about their own strengths and weaknesses and how they can use power to help, not hurt, others.

REMINDER: First semester reports go home February 23rd. This report will covers work completed from September to February. If you would like to meet with your child’s teacher after the report comes home, please contact the teacher directly.

As always, should you have any concerns, please contact the school and we would be happy to discuss them with you.

Mrs. K Bonanno



Mrs. D MacDonald

Principal




Vice Principal
Junior Kindergarten and Senior Kindergarten Registrations

Any students who will be new to JK or SK in September 2012 are requested to register at Montclair by Friday February 17th. Please let friends and neighbours know. You can download the application form at hdsb.ca to fill in ahead of time. Please come to the office between 9:00 and 2:00 with proof of age (Birth Certificate or Passport), proof of address (Tax Assessment or Lease Agreement), and immunization card from the doctor. There will be a parent information meeting in late May, details will be mailed to all registered families.

Athletics, Academics, Arts- Clubs, Teams and Activities

Our clubs continue to run daily with a large number of students participating. Congratulations to our boys and girls basketball teams and good luck as they begin their season playing against other Halton schools. Thank you to Ms. Savage and Mr. Steeds for heading up those teams.

ITEMS NEEDED:
Our lego club is hugely successful to the point that we are looking for more lego. If you have any lego that you would like to donate, we would really appreciate that.

Also we are happy to accept gently used board games and puzzles for clubs and rainy days.

Winter Weather and Bussing

Please check the Board website at hdsb.ca on snowy mornings to check if the busses are running. If busses are cancelled in the morning they will not be picking up at the end of the day. So if you decide to drive your child to school, you must pick them up at the end of the day. The Board website and local t.v. and radio stations will also announce any school closings.

If the children are already at school, and the weather turns nasty the Board might close schools early.

 It is really important that we have a current list of contact phone numbers where we can reach you.

Pd Day ,Family Day, March Break, Easter Break

Friday February 3rd-PD Day no classes for students

Monday February  20th- Family Day- school closed

March  12-16 March Break- school closed

April 6-9 Easter Weekend- school closed
Eco Club

We are able to recycle printer cartridges, cell phones and digital cameras here at Montclair. Please drop any of these items into the box in front of the office.

Garden Committee update
This spring the students and Garden Committee will create an outdoor classroom in the inner courtyard. We’re looking for volunteers to assist with garden planting and upkeep, expertise in garden design, as well as donations of gardening supplies for our garden areas. Your contributions of the following items are much appreciated. In the spirit of recycling and re-use, donations of items in good condition you no longer use are welcome.

· Plants native to southern Ontario, garden soil, mulch

· Support poles, twine, plant label stakes

· Shovel, small hand shovels, kids gardening gloves, watering cans, yard waste bags, pruner, garden saw, bins , rake, broom

· Clipboards, bench, large white board, butterfly nets, insect collection boxes, magnifying glasses

· Other materials for later garden phases. If you know of a source for free or low-cost supplies we’d appreciate receiving these leads.

The inner courtyard is one phase of a larger school grounds naturalization project: another phase set to start soon will promote student health by providing shade on the school grounds. The students and Garden Committee ask for continued support from school families as this project evolves. The Kindergarten garden brings smiles to the children and lets them explore a bit of nature in their playground. Now we ask the school community to help extend these opportunities to all students at Montclair. Please contact Ina Legzdins (MontclairSchoolGarden@gmail.com) to arrange for garden supply pickup, to volunteer or to let us know if you can assist in other ways.
School Council and Home & School Association News

Council members are looking to hear from you, our fellow parents and students.  If you have comments, suggestions or questions about the role of Parent Council, what we do, or how your voice can be heard on behalf of your child’s education, please contact a council member by phone, e-mail or come out to a council meeting. 

We would appreciate any feedback on your child’s experience with Hip-Hop week.  Would your child like to see this tradition continue for next year, or would they like to have a different experience?  

As you know, everyone works hard to raise funds for our school.  We would like input from students and parents as to what the money can be used for.

Montclair is looking for reading volunteers to come into the school for the primary grades.  Volunteering for one hour a week, to read one-on-one, would help enhance our emerging little readers!  

Bag2School will be in April, after Easter weekend, so please save used clothing, shoes, linens, etc.  Your spring cleaning is raising funds for our school! 

Plans are beginning for the year end BBQ Funfair and we welcome additional help and ideas towards the event.  We are also looking for corporate sponsors and/ or donations to go towards the inflatables as this will help offset the cost.  All money raised goes directly to enriching the learning for all students and new interactive technology for classrooms. 

The grade 8 graduation committee will be starting to plan soon, if anyone wants to help please e-mail montclairsecretary@gmail.com
Please remember to check the website for additional communication and information.

Randy Martin, Co-chair montclairchair@gmail.com or 905 -339-1990

Susanne Udall, Co-chair montclairchair@gmail.com or 905- 844- 6508 
Miriam Martin, Secretary montclairsecretary@gmail.com
Effie Gibbons, Home and School montclairhomeschool@gmail.com
Volunteer Opportunities, montclairvolunteer@gmail.com
Next Meeting is Monday March 5 at 7:00pm in the library.

 News from OFHSA – The Ontario Federation Home and School Association

The Education Quality and Accountability Office (EQAO) is looking for principals and parents to volunteer to participate in a working group to develop resources to support school councils. The working group will meet two or three times - by phone or in small regional groups - during winter and spring 2012. f you are interested in participating please send an email to info@ofhsa.on.ca or call 905.308.9563 by Tuesday, February 14. If you would like any more information about EQAO and its resources for parents please visit www.eqao.com or contact the agency's Information Centre at 1-888-327-7377 or email@eqao.com. 

The Halton District School Board encourages all Junior Kindergarten students to have a comprehensive eye exam this year through Eye See…Eye Learn program-- a FREE childhood health awareness program. 

Fact: One in six children has a vision problem but too often children don’t have a comprehensive eye exam before starting school. 

Fact: Young children don’t know what normal vision is supposed to look like and seldom complain to their parents. Some show no signs of a problem at all.

Your current JK students are eligible for a comprehensive eye exam (covered by your child’s health card), and if required, one FREE pair of brand new high quality eyeglasses until June 30, 2012. There is no cost to participate. Children registering for JK for September can pre-book their exams now to take place after July 1, 2012.

All children up to 19 years of age are eligible for an annual OHIP-insured eye exam by an optometrist. Simply present the child’s health card at the time of the exam.

The Eye See…Eye Learn program and the HDSB are dedicated to helping all children see, learn and develop to the best of their ability.

For more information on the program or children’s vision, please visit the website www.EyeSeeEyeLearn.caor call toll free (855) 424-ESEL (3735).

The next newsletter will be Thursday March 8th after the monthly School Council Meeting, and will be posted Friday March 9th on the website.

***********************************************************************************

If you have access to the newsletter online or if you are receiving more than one paper copy a month from your children please let us know and we will take you off the distribution list and add to our ECO Schools points.

We do not require a paper copy of the newsletter

Name: _______________________________ Class:________________________________

We do not require multiple copies please take (name) _____________________ off the list and only send a copy with (name)_____________________________________

