January 2012 News From Montclair

Message from the Office

Happy New Year and welcome back to school. We hope that everyone had a great holiday and are rested and ready for learning. While we have had a very mild winter so far, we are expecting colder weather and snow in the near future. Please make sure that your child has a warm coat, snowpants, boots, hat, mittens and a scarf.  Please try to put a name on all items so that when they show up at the office we can return them to your child the same day. We will only consider staying inside for recess if the temperature drops below -15 C.

Welcome to our new families who are just starting at Montclair. We continue to work with students and classes on respect, and attentive listening, which are both key to being a good student and a good friend. We help students with conflict resolution and problem solving by teaching them strategies and helping them to practice these skills with adult supervision. 

If your child is sick, please keep them at home. In a school setting germs are easily spread by coughs and sneezes. Our caretaking staff takes extra time during these months to wipe down surfaces such as railings, doors and countertops. We remind children to cough and sneeze into their elbows to catch those germs. Washing hands often during the day also helps. Sometimes parents ask if their child can stay in for recess, however we do not have extra supervision to accommodate this request. A few minutes of fresh air during the day often makes them feel refreshed and ready to carry on.

The first semester report goes home February 23rd. This report will cover all work completed from September to February. If you would like to meet with your child’s teacher after the report comes home, please contact the teacher directly.

As always, should you have any concerns, please contact the school and we would be happy to discuss them with you.

Mrs. K Bonanno



Mrs. D MacDonald

Principal




Vice Principal

Junior Kindergarten and Senior Kindergarten Registrations

Any students who will be new to JK or SK in September 2012 are requested to register at Montclair by Friday February 17th. Please let friends and neighbours know. You can download the application form at hdsb.ca to fill in ahead of time. Please come to the office  between 9:00 and 2:00, with proof of age (Birth Certificate or Passport), proof of address (Tax Assessment or Lease Agreement) , immunization card from the doctor. There will be a parent information meeting in late May, details will be mailed to all registered families.

French Immersion for Grade One

Blue French Immersion forms must be returned to Montclair by January 13th in order for us to send them on to the appropriate school. If you are unsure if your child is a strong candidate for this program, please speak to their current teacher.

Athletics, Academics, Arts- Clubs, Teams and Activities

Thank you for making sure that the club selection sheets were returned to school. We are ready to start clubs next week. We will announce clubs in the morning for the first week, after that they will be posted on the board outside the office. You can help us by reminding your child in the morning if it is their activity day.

We are still looking for Parent volunteers to run clubs at recess breaks if you are available please call Mrs Bonanno or Mrs MacDonald

Winter Weather and Bussing

Please check the Board website at hdsb.ca on snowy mornings to check if the busses are running. If busses are cancelled in the morning they will not be picking up at the end of the day. So if you decide to drive your child to school, you must pick them up at the end of the day. The Board website and local t.v. and radio stations will also announce any school closings.

If the children are already at school, and the weather turns nasty the Board might close schools early. It is really important that we have a current list of contact phone numbers where we can reach you.

Milk Orders - Reminder

Milk Orders for January to March were due by December 16th .   Fall orders ended on December 23rd.  The next order forms will go home just prior to the March Break

Pd Day ,Family Day, March Break, Easter Break

Friday February 3rd-PD Day no classes for students

Monday February  20th- Family Day- School closed

March  12-16 March Break- School Closed

April 6-9 Easter Weekend- school Closed
Optional Attendance

For the 2012-2013 school year, Montclair is closed to Optional attendance due to the fact that we are at capacity. That means that if you do not live in this neighbourhood, then you must complete an optional attendance application and return it to Montclair. The Superintendent will assess these applications and families will be notified of decisions.
Eco Club

Please remember that we collect juice pouches, telephones and printer cartridges for recycling. The eco club helps to collect both blue box and green box containers from the classes twice per week.

As a new focus for our Eco Schools certification this year, the eco club will be planning an upgrade in the courtyard and the beginning of a new garden in the north east corner of the school yard. We look forward to updates from them in the near future.

If there are any families with connections to landscaping, please let Mrs. Beach know so we can consult you in some of our decision-making.

Silk Road- February 1st-9:00 am

Thank you to Home and School for sponsoring our first musical presentation this year. Silk Road Magic- China Speaks Your Language, feature traditional instrumental pieces, original compositions and Chinese folk songs, arranged for cross cultural instrumentation, and performed in both English and Mandarin by duets from both cultures. This presentation will be for our grade 1-8 students.

We will have an additional 2 presentations in April.

School Council and Home & School Association News

Play Structure:

Everything has now been finalized for the new play structure.  Construction will begin once the ground thaws.  A large portion of our fundraising efforts over the past few years has gone into the purchase of this structure.  Thank you to everyone who bought pizza, pitas, subway sandwiches, smoothies, made donations to the Bags2School, raised money for dance-a-thons, ordered from LaMontagne and contributed either financially or by volunteering for all of our other fundraisers. 

 Now we can concentrate on putting our funds towards other items.  Some of the items our fundraising money already goes towards are: Hip Hop dancing (week of January 16th ), cultural presentations (February 1st, April 23rd and May 3rd), referee fees for teams, supplies for some clubs, birthday books, teacher appreciation luncheon, grade 8 graduation and the games painted on the blacktop last summer.   We have asked the teachers what they would like us to provide for the school and now we would like to hear from you, our parents and students.  What would you like to see our fundraising efforts go towards?    Sports equipment?  Technology?  Cultural presentations?   Please send any ideas to montclairsecretary@gmail.com.

Committee Updates

Gardening Committee:   We are looking into the possibility of creating a shade garden / outdoor classroom.  In the Spring, we will be looking for volunteers to help clean up and then maintain the gardens over the summer.  

Volunteer Committee:  We are always looking for volunteers for various activities.  If you or someone you know would like to help out in any way, please have your name added to our “potential volunteers” list by sending an email to montclairvolunteer@gmail.com.  When we are asked for volunteers our volunteer coordinator sends out an email or phones potential volunteers about the opportunity.  All adults working with children must have a police check on file at the school.  You get one by filling out a Security Clearance Request form at the new police station at 95 Oak Walk Drive near WalMart and paying the $15 fee.  They will mail you your report in approximately 3 weeks.  If the amount of the fee is a concern please let us know and we can see if we can help you.  If you have young children at home then you may be able to co-ordinate with another volunteer so that you look after their children when they are at the school and then they look after yours in return.  A lot of our opportunities can also be done with young children at your side.  We had several younger siblings playing or reading in the library while their moms helped at the holiday store this year.    

Fundraising:  We will be sending home a form for pita and subway lunches and smoothies today.  The form will also be posted on the website and dates will be added to the calendar. 

Holiday Store:  Our holiday store was a great success this year.  It was great to see all the happy, smiling shoppers.  We had   230 shoppers from all grades purchase over 900 gifts.  We would like to extend an enormous thank-you to all of our adult and student volunteers.  We couldn’t have done it without you.

Grade 8 Graduation:  Planning for the grade 8 graduation will start shortly.  

Family BBQ:  Mark your calendars!  Our end of year Family BBQ will be on Thursday June 14th.  We are hoping to get some corporate sponsorship to help reduce our costs.  If you have any ideas regarding entertainment or food or know of someone who can donate some supplies please let us know.  You can send emails to Montclairsecretary@gmail.com.

The parent council is always looking for your feedback, concerns and comments.  We can be contacted by sending emails to montclairchair@gmail.com.   

We will be conducting a “Montclair Family Survey” in the Spring.  

You will have noticed that several email addresses have been listed above.  If you prefer to not use email, you can drop off your written messages in the Parent Council mailbox in the office.  The contact information will be available shortly on the website as well.

Our next meeting will be held Monday February 6th in the library at 7:00.  All meetings are held the first Monday of the month.  Come out and join us and find out more about what is happening at your school.  Babysitting can be provided at the school if you notify us ahead of time.

Please check the mon.hdsb.ca website for current updates. This newsletter will be posted on the website Friday January 13.

The next newsletter will be Thursday February 9th    coming out the Thursday after the monthly School Council Meeting, and will be posted Friday February 10th on the website.

***********************************************************************************************************

If you have access to the newsletter online or if you are receiving more than one paper copy a month from your children please let us know and we will take you off the distribution list and add to our ECO Schools points.

We do not require a paper copy of the newsletter

Name: _______________________________ Class:________________________________

We do not require multiple copies please take (name) _____________________ off the list and only send a copy with (name)_____________________________________

