Have you been to the Montclair website?

mon.hdsb.ca

· Has the calendar for the year

· Contains the latest newsletters and information updates

· Will be updated as clubs and teams run through the year

· Has connections to the teacher websites

Please check in and see what is new!

Community Building at Montclair

We have many initiatives happening this year to continue to make Montclair a safe, welcoming and inclusive learning community.  The year started off with new painting on the black top with many new games and activities for students to play at recess.  Thank you to our Home and School and School Council for their financial support.  The students of all grades are enjoying the blacktop activities and are playing cooperatively.

Our Welcome Week was a great success with all classes doing cooperative group games and buddy activities between older and young classes.  In our school you will also see the theme “How Full is Your Bucket?” with many displays on bulletin boards.  This initiative is a way of focussing on how to do good deeds for others, which in turn helps us fill our personal buckets. Students will continue to be recognized throughout the year by at monthly division assemblies where they receive Recognition Certificates.  At the end of the year all students will also receive a Student Involvement Certificate with Winit stickers for all the activities in which they participated.  Last year we had 96% of our Grade 1-8 students participate in an extra-curricular activity.  Our goal this year is 100%!

We continue to have a Safe School Action Team with representation from Michy McCarthy (student), Mrs. MacDonald (vice principal), Mrs. Gibbons (parent), Mrs. Sakaluk (child youth counsellor), Mr. Steeds and Mrs. Mann (teachers).  This group gives input on how we can work together to make Montclair a safe and engaging learning community.  In addition, our Student Voice, with class reps from gr. 6-8, meet weekly with Ms Dinning to plan fun activities to boost school spirit, as well as organizing community activities to help others here and around the world.  Currently their work with the Esperanza Project is helping gather much needed school materials and toys for children in the Dominican Republic.

We look forward to sharing more of the great initiatives that are happening in class and throughout the school that promote our positive school culture!

Mrs. Bonanno Principal and Mrs. MacDonald Vice Principal
Fundraising

Thank you to the families who participated in the Lamontagne fundraising campaign. The proceeds from this will support arts athletics and academics in our school. Fundraising is always voluntary. We appreciate when you can support the school and understand when you cannot.

Playground Update

Thank you to the Playground Committee, Home and School and School Council for supporting the fundraising and legwork for our new playground. As many of you know, when we moved from Lorne Skuce we left our great playground behind. Home and School has raised $30,000, Halton District School Board is honouring their $12,000 commitment and the Town of Oakville is donating $8000 to our playground.

The next step is Meeting with the Board and Town to approve final drawings and tenders and to confirm site plans. We hope to break ground in the early spring. The concept drawing for the playground is in the front hall display case.

Technology Update

We are working with our staff and students to update our understanding of the best technology that students can use to support their learning. We look forward to sharing this information with you shortly. We have purchased 15 Tablets for the classes to use to increase their access to technology. We are also looking to purchase new cameras and video cameras for students to use when preparing projects and class presentations.

October 31st
Students are welcome to wear their costumes to school on Monday October 31st. Please do not send any weapons with their costumes. Please send a bag large enough for the costume to fit into and ensure that your child has clothes to change into at first break.

Children who do not wish to dress up could wear orange and black or their regular clothes that day. 

We will have an indoor costume parade around the school at 9:15, parents are welcome to view the parade in the front hall area.

The grade 6, 7, and 8 students will have a dance period 5 and 6 in the gym. All work must be completed prior to the dance, this was communicated to the students for the past two weeks. Students who have work to complete will be doing so in room 108 during periods 5 and 6.

School Council/Home and School

Congratulations to the following elected parents for forming our School Council Committee this year. They will select a chair, secretary and treasurer at the November 7th meeting. While this group makes up our voting members, all parents are welcome to attend our monthly meeting. Please see the website calendar for dates for the year.

Susanne Udall, Heather McKechnie, Jennifer Sumra, Tammy-Lynn McNally, Weiging, Buket Kahraman, Sharon Zhao, Miriam Martin, Randy Martin, Effie Gibbons, Margam Naweed, George Savage.

We hope to see you Monday November 7th at 7:30 in the Library.

November Weather Report

Now that November is almost here we would like to remind all parents and students that all of the children will be going outside twice each day, for 25 minutes in the morning and 20 minutes in the afternoon. They should have a warm coat, hat and mittens or gloves.

The only time that we consider keeping the children in is if the temperature is less than --15 C. As the weather gets colder still we recommend adding snow pants boots and a scarf.

It is VERY IMPORTANT that you put your child’s name in their coat, snow pants and boos so that we can quickly return found items.

If you are in need of help to provide your child with winter wear, please contact Mrs. Bonanno and we will work with you and the community services to get these items.

Lost and Found

We have a huge lost and found collection again including coats, sweaters, and hoodies. These will be on display Tuesday and Wednesday next week. And will be donated to charity after that time.

Cold and Flu Season
Reminders to 

· Wash hands frequently using soap

· Cough and sneeze into your sleeve to catch the spray of germs

· Stay home when coughing or sneezing a lot or with a fever

· Call the attendance line before 9:00 if your child will be away- 1-877-409-6310 

Progress Reports 

Please return your interview request form to school

Reports come home November 11th
Interviews are the week of November 14th to 18th
Please remember that November 18th is a PD day and there are no classes for students.

Eco Friendly Ideas

What can you do to keep us eco friendly?

1. pack lunches in reusable containers

2. have bus students use the bus

3. have walkers walk

4. leave the cars at home

5. save fabric and clothing items for our spring Bag to School drive

We have read the newsletter and would like to be entered into a pizza lunch draw.

Child’s Name________________________  Class ________________________

We have access to the newsletter online at the website, please do not send us a paper copy any more.

Child’s Name_________________________Class_________________________

