Welcome

On behalf of all of the staff I would like to take this opportunity to welcome you to Montclair Public School! For many families it is a return to familiar friends. For quite a number of students and families it is a new school or even a new country this fall. We hope that everyone spends a few moments this week setting goals for a happy and successful year. 

Mrs. MacDonald and myself look forward to working with families this fall and throughout the year to maximize the school experience for your children. If you have any questions or concerns, please speak to the teacher first and follow up with Mrs. MacDonald or myself if required. 

This year our main focus is Student Engagement, this means making sure every student feels safe, works to the best of their ability and gets involved in a variety of school activities. We know from research that students who are involved perform better in school.

Finally, every school board in the province must conform to mandatory class sizes for JK to Grade 3, in the case that our numbers need adjusting student will be moved mid September. We will keep everyone posted.

Thank you to all teachers and support staff for getting our school ready for opening day!

Class1-1 Mrs. Ralph

Class 12-1 Mrs.  Beach

Class 2-1 Mrs. Neely

Class 3-1 Mrs. Harry

Class 3-2 Ms. Stern

Class 4-1 Miss. E Johnson

Class 45-1 Mrs. Wilson

Class 5-1 Mrs. W. Johnson

Class 5-2 Ms. Ferris

Class 6-1 Mrs. Dinning (Harris)

Class 6-2 Mr. Balsdon

Class 7-1 Mr. Johnston (Maternity leave for Mrs. Allin)

78-1 Mr. Steeds

8-1 Mr. Kerr

Track A Kindergarten Team- Mrs. Paton, Mrs. Spencer, Mrs. Waterhouse

Track B Kindergarten Team- Mrs. Matheson, Mrs. Spencer, Mrs. Wallace

Resource Team- Mrs. Mann, Mrs. Convey, Mr. Kotan

French Team- Mme. Martin, Mme Hart

Music- Mr. Hull

Library- Mrs. Northcott

Secretaries- Mrs. P Edwards (for Ms. P Reoding), Mrs. G DalBello, 
Information package

Your child will be coming home with an information package this week. Please read through and complete all of the forms and return them in the envelope by Friday September 9th. Please be very careful in checking the information on the Student Verification Forms, as this is the information that we use for all parent contacts. An email address would be very helpful and please remember to sign the back of the form.

Student Accident Insurance
The Halton District School Board does not provide accident insurance coverage for student injuries that occur on school premises or during off-site school activities.  Accidents can and do happen.  Some injuries incur medical, dental or other expenses that are not covered by provincial health care or employer group plans.  As a parent or guardian, you become responsible for these expenses.
To help protect our students, the Board makes available the insuremykids® Protection Plan through Reliable Life Insurance Company.  Participation in this program is voluntary and the parent or guardian pays the costs.
This program offers a variety of plans and benefits at affordable rates.  Benefits included are:
• dental expenses (resulting from an accident)
• total and permanent disability
• paralysis/loss of use
• special disability benefits
• death benefits.
If your child participates in co-curricular activities or activities outside the school day, there is a plan tailored to these needs.  All rates are one-time annual premiums.  Family rates for 3 or more children are also offered.
If you wish to subscribe you may apply 24/7 directly at:
www.insuremykids.com
Any questions should be directed to Reliable Life Insurance Company toll free at: 
1-800-463-KIDS (5437).

Bikes Skateboards and Rollerblades
While these are great modes of transportation to get to school, once at school they can present a hazard to other students.

We ask that when you arrive at the front sidewalk of the school, you remove all wheels…walk your bike to the bike racks, carry your skateboard, change from rollerblades to shoes. This would also be the case for wheely shoes.

Thank you for making the Montclair playground safe for all.

Open House and School Spirit Wear

Our Open House- Meet the teacher night is Wednesday September 28th from 6:30-7:30.

Montclair spirit wear clothing will be on display and may be ordered that night. Order forms will come home on September 29th and will be due back on October 6th.

Visitors and Volunteers

Visitors and volunteers are welcome at Montclair, you can help in the classroom, reading with children, on field trips, in the library or committees, on pizza days, the dance a thon and much more. Whether you have an hour a day an hour a week or are available for one field trip, we need you! Please ensure that you always come to the office to sign in and get a visitor sticker to identify you to the staff and students here at Montclair. ALL VOLUNTEERS MUST HAVE A VALID POLICE CHECK ON FILE.

Hot Lunch Days

We will continue to provide the opportunity for children to purchase pizza each Wednesday beginning on September 14th. The Kindergartens are the only students who need to pre order. All other students will bring $2.00 per slice which the teacher will collect on Wednesday mornings. Orders are placed at 10:00 am and no extra’s will be added after this. In order to meet new nutritional guidelines for healthy eating we will continue with Panago Pizza and we will be changing to whole wheat crust.

CARS CARS CARS…
Please note that there is NO parking available onsite for parents.

Parents may use the North Circle Driveway outside the Kindergarten area to drop off only.

Please keep to the right, do not leave your car, move as far forward as possible before you drop off. NOTE the left side of that driveway is a fire route. Do not park there.

UNDER NO CIRCUMSTANCES MAY YOU LEAVE YOUR CAR THERE.

If you need to park, please park at the south end of the White Oaks High School parking lot, or on a nearby side street.

Peanut and Allergy Alert

Please do not send peanut or nut products to school as we have a number of students who are highly allergic to these products. Please do not send home baked goods for birthdays or class events. Clearly marked store products that indicate peanut free would be an acceptable alternative. Some parents have chosen to send a pencil or stickers to mark the special day.

If you child has any medical peril, asthma, allergies or other concerns please notify Mrs. MacDonald for an information package right away.

All medication is to be kept in the office.

Medication at School

If your child needs to have medication during school hours, a form must be completed at the office. All medication must be sent to the office in the original bottle with the prescription clearly labeled. If your child carries an epi-pen or inhaler, it is important that you let us know and complete the necessary forms to be kept in the office. A recent photo of your child with the forms ensures that all staff/adults are aware of their medical concern and the procedures needed to keep them safe. Please contact Mrs. MacDonald for forms or concerns.

A New Website is under construction

New bussing contacts 1-888-803-8660 or transportation@haltonbus.ca
New Student Attendance System 1-877-409-6310 or hdsb.schoolconnects.com 

Physical Education, Quality Daily Fitness

Healthy living is a goal for all of us at Montclair. Sleep, food and daily activity all affect how bright and attentive students are during the school day. Please remember the balanced day includes two eating periods, and two active outside periods. Also students will have regular physical education periods on their timetable and will have 20 minutes of Quality daily fitness on the days that they do not use the gym. This could be active movement in class, in the halls, on the playground or on a community walk. For indoor physical education we ask that all children have a pair of stay at school running shoes for indoor use only. Grades 4 and up should have a clean T shirt to change into.

Terry Fox Community Walk
Plan to join us for our annual Terry Fox Community Walk on Wednesday September 28th at 1:35 pm. Classes will leave from the front of the school and follow a safe route through the neighborhood, returning to school in plenty of time for end of day. A voluntary donation of a toonie would be appreciated towards our school donation to the Terry Fox Foundation.

School Council

You will notice in your start up package a form that you can fill out to be nominated to be a representative of our school council. While all parents are welcome, council members are voting members on issues throughout the year. I you are interested in putting your name forward please submit your form by Friday September 23rd. Elections will take place at the school on Thursday September 29th from 8:00 am to 6:00 pm. Please note that there are 5 elected positions, not 15 as stated on the form. Should we have more than 5 names put forward, there will be an election. All parents may vote.

The Ministry of Education mandates all schools are to have a School Council. Together with the administration, monthly meetings are held to discuss all school related items including academics, events, fundraising, setting goal, major purchases, school budget, and any items raised that affect the whole school. Individual student concerns should be addressed through the office.

The first council meeting will be September 12th at 7:00 in the Library. All are welcome to attend.

Home and School

Home and school is a not for profit organization run by parents of Montclair. At the Federal and Provincial level, Home and School lobbies for health, safety, education and social well being of children. At a regional level, Home and  School acts as a voice for parents with the School Board. At the school level, they partner with the Principal and Teachers. Here at Monclair Home and School meets consecutively with School Council.

Appointments and Lateness

If your child arrives late in the morning or if you are taking your child out of school during the day for an appointment, it is important that you sign your child out and in at the office. This helps us know where your child is at all times. Also we ask that when possible students leave for appointments during a break so as to not disrupt the learning of the class.

We look forward to meeting you at the OPEN HOUSE!
