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 Report Number:  14033 

 Date:  February 12, 2014 

FOR INFORMATION  

TO: The Chair and Members of the  

 Halton District School Board  

FROM: David Euale, Director of Education 

 Lucy Veerman, Superintendent of Business Services 

RE:  Education Development Charge By-law Amendment (2014) 
 

 

Warrant: 
This report provides information regarding the need to amend the current EDC By-law as a result of changes to 

some of the assumptions included in the EDC By-law Background Study initially used to calculate the current 

Education Development Charge. 
 

 

Background: 
Education Development Charges (EDCs) are used to fund the acquisition of school sites and related costs to 

accommodate growth-related pupil needs. These are levies that are applied to all new residential and non-

residential development, with certain exceptions.  The existing By-law recovers 85% of education land costs 

(i.e. the purchase price of school sites and associated costs) from residential development and 15% from non-

residential development.   

On June19, 2013 the Board adopted a jurisdiction wide 2013 EDC By-law under the legislative authority of the 

Education Act, R.S.O., 1990 c.E.2, which was undertaken jointly with the Halton Catholic District School 

Board.  The 2013 EDC By-law had an effective implementation date of June 24, 2013 and may be in effect for 

no more than five (5) years.  The current HDSB charges are as follows: 

 Residential Development Non-Residential 

Development 

$ per residential unit (as defined in the EDC 

By-law) 

$2691  per residential unit  

$ per sq. ft. of gross floor area or $ per sq. m. 

of gross floor area (as defined in the EDC 

By-law) 

 $ 0.69 per sq. ft. or 

$7.43 per sq. m. 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Rationale 

The legislation provides the Board the opportunity to amend its EDC By-law annually, based on increasing site 

acquisition and site preparation costs. Since the adoption of the 2013 EDC By-law, staff from HDSB and 

HCDSB have met with Watson & Associates Economists Ltd. (W&A) and have had discussions for the 

purpose of completing the annual review of the 2013 EDC By-Law.   

As a result of these discussions, it was confirmed with W &A that both boards are experiencing higher site 

acquisition costs that were initially identified in the 2013 EDC By-law Background Study.  Recent negotiated 

site purchases in Milton and North Oakville reflected an increase of 20% to 30% in land acquisition costs. As a 

result, both Boards will be proceeding with an amendment to their respective EDC By-laws. It is expected that 

the amendments will be presented to the respective Boards in May or June 2014.  The process that Boards 

must follow to amend their by-laws are included in a letter provided by Brad Teichman, solicitor from 

Overland LLP (Appendix A). 
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Conclusion: 

Board staff is moving forward with the annual EDC By-law review with our coterminous Board. Once the 

review has been completed, the assumption is that the rates in the EDC By-law will increase to reflect the 

increasing land values.  It is expected that EDC By-law amendments will be presented to the respective Boards 

in May or June 2014 for approval.  

 

Respectfully submitted 

 

 

 

(signed) 

_____________________________ ___________________________ 

Lucy Veerman David Euale 

Superintendent of Business Services and Treasurer Director of Education  

 

 


